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AGENDA 

1. Psychological benefits and risks 
associated with adoption  

2. Mental health issues related to being 
adopted 

3. Common correlates in adoption 
disruption and dissolution 

4. Services and resources for children 
and families going through adoption 



Famous People  
who were adopted  

 Art Linkletter ï comedian 

 Babe Ruth - athlete 
Bo Diddley - musician, performer 
Christina Crawford - author 
Daunte Culpepper - football player 
Dave Thomas - founder of Wendy's 
Wilson Riles - educator 
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Debbie Harry - singer  

Edgar Allan Poe - poet, writer  

Edward Albee - playwright 

Eleanor Roosevelt - First Lady 

Eric Dickerson - athlete 

Faith Daniels - news anchor 

Faith Hill - country singer 

Famous People  
who were adopted  
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George Washington Carver - inventor 

Greg Louganis - athlete 

Jean Jacques Rousseau - philosopher 

Jesse Jackson - minister 

Langston Hughes - poet and writer  

Lee Majors - actor 

Leo Tolstoy - writer  

Famous People  
who were adopted  
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Malcolm X - civil rights leader 

Melissa Gilbert - actress 

Nancy Reagan - First Lady 

Nat King Cole - singer 

President Gerald Ford - politician 

President William Clinton ï politician 

Priscilla Presley ï actress 

Ray Liotta - actor 
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http://famous.adoption.com/famous/x-malcolm.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/x-malcolm.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/gilbert-melissa-ellen.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/gilbert-melissa-ellen.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/reagan-nancy-davis.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/reagan-nancy-davis.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/cole-carol.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/cole-carol.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/ford-gerald-r.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/ford-gerald-r.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/clinton-william-jefferson.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/clinton-william-jefferson.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/presley-priscilla-ann.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/presley-priscilla-ann.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/presley-priscilla-ann.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/liotta-ray.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/liotta-ray.html
http://famous.adoption.com/famous/liotta-ray.html


Scott Hamilton - figure skater 

Sen. Paull H. Shin - politician 

Sen. Robert Byrd - politician 

Steve Jobs - entrepreneur: co-founder of 
Apple computer 

Tim McGraw - country singer 

Tommy Davidson - comedian 

Victoria Rowell - actress 
 

Famous People  
who were adopted  
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Is adoption just a fad?  





Adoption Statistics  

�„ 120,000 U.S. adoptions annually 

�„ Slight majority are kinship adoptions 

�„ 2-4% of children in U.S. are adopted 

�„ 87% of children adopted are born in 
U.S. 

�„ 463,000 children in U.S. foster care; 
123,000 available for adoption 


